
And just like that, the fall season is     
upon us! We are settling into our school 
routines, and it is a joy to witness our 
students’ laughter, discovery, and 
achievements throughout the day. Their 
joy makes all of the work behind the 
scenes worthwhile. Our dedicated 
teachers continue to create engaging 
lessons that make learning fun. Often, it 
is only the call of my own responsibili-
ties that keeps me from joining in!  

While meditating, I found myself think-
ing about the wonder of childhood and 
the extraordinary resilience and freedom 
that seem to govern their little lives. 

Children have their challenges. They  
experience disappointment, frustration, 
conflict, and even the occasional broken 
heart. Yet, they possess a remarkable 
ability to recover, reset, and re-engage 
with life. 

A disagreement with a friend? “I'm sorry. 
Do you want to play?” Problem solved. 

A tower of blocks comes crashing 
down? “I'll build it again!” 

A tumble on the playground brings a few 
tears, but after a hug and some encour-
agement, they're ready to get back up 
and try again. 

And then there is their capacity for won-
der. A puddle becomes an adventure, a 
cardboard box becomes a spaceship, 
and a handful of leaves becomes a 

treasure. Children have a beautiful way 
of being fully present and embracing 
what is in front of them and then moving 
forward.  

Children have a beautiful way of being 
fully present. They experience what is in 
front of them, embrace it, and then 
move forward. 

Perhaps that is part of the gift of child-
hood. 

Perhaps our children have more to teach 
us than we sometimes realize. They   
remind us that resilience does not mean 
we never fall; it means we get back up. 
Forgiveness can be simple. Joy can be 
found in ordinary things. There is always 
room to wonder, explore, imagine, and 
begin again. 

As adults, life can become complicated. 
Responsibilities multiply, disappoint-
ments linger, and tomorrow can feel 
overwhelming. Yet our children remind 
us that we don't have to carry everything 
into the next moment. 

The gift of childhood is not simply  
something we give our children; it is 
something they give us. May we protect 
their sense of wonder, nurture their    
resilience, celebrate their imagination, 
and allow them to lead us back to some 
of the beautiful things we may have    
forgotten. 

Denise Gilliam, Interim Director 
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Coming Up! 
October 1 
Chapel for 3s/4s, 9:10am 

October 2 
Soccer Shots 

October 4 
Blessing of the Animals/ 
Pet, 10:15am 

October 6 
Ramsey Farm Field Trip 
for our 4s, 8:30am 

October 7 
Extended Care Closes at 
5pm 

October 8 
Chapel for 3s/4s, 9:10am 

October 9 
Soccer Shots 

October 15 
Chapel for 3s/4s, 9:10am 

October 16 
Soccer Shots 

October 17 
Janet Leishman Party 

October 22 
Chapel for 3s/4s, 9:10am 

October 23 
Soccer Shots 

October 25 
Trunk N Treat, 4pm 

October 28 
Halloween Parade I 

October 29 
Halloween Parade II 

The Gift of Childhood 



 

Hi, my name is Wendi Mako. I have 
been part of the St. David’s Day 
School family for 14 years, and for 
the past 11 years, I have had the 
pleasure of teaching Physical Educa-
tion. 

I truly enjoy being part of the St. Da-
vid’s community and watching our 
students grow, learn, and have fun 

through physical activity. 

Outside of school, I am a proud mom of two children 
and a very proud grandmother to one grandson. My 
family brings me so much joy, and I feel very blessed to 
have them in my life. 

As the PE teacher, it is my honor to teach your children 
how to move their bodies safely and stay healthy 
through exercise. This month, we will focus on balance, 
throwing, and different ways to move our bodies, in-
cluding crawling, rolling, tiptoeing, sidestepping, 
stomping, and marching. I will also teach the children 
how to use various pieces of gym equipment properly 

and safely. 

Throughout the year, we will ride bikes, practice yoga, 
work with partners during a variety of activities to build 
sportsmanship, and exercise to music by Danny Go!, 
Laurie Berkner, and DJ Ralphi, just to name a few of the 
activities we enjoy. As the months go on, we will contin-
ue working on a variety of skills. In May, I will host a 
Field Day where the children can put all the skills they 
have mastered together for one fun-filled day! 

When you come into the gym, you will see a bulletin 
board featuring our local professional sports teams. 
When your children wear their fan gear, we will take 
their pictures and display them on the board. This is 
just one way to help every child feel special. They love 
finding their pictures and showing them to everyone! 

I thoroughly enjoy playing with your children, and it is 
very rewarding to see them master skills they could not 
do at the beginning of the year. Watching their confi-
dence grow as they learn, move, and have fun is one of 
the best parts of being their PE teacher. 

Wendi Mako 

Staff Spotlight 

Reminders: 

• Get your tickets for Funding Future Stars, celebrating the ministry of Janet Leishman. Invites 
were sent on or about September 10th. Click Here for Tickets or a Donation! 

• Health Form Reminder—Please send us a copy of your child’s most recent health form, 
with a physical examination completed within the past year, current immunizations, and a 
lead screening. 

       All required documentation must be on file by October 15. After this date, students 
       who do not have the required health forms on file will not be permitted to attend until  
       the documentation is received. 

      We appreciate your prompt attention to this matter. These requirements help ensure 
      that we remain in compliance with Office of Child Care & Licensing regulations and, 
      most importantly, help us maintain a safe and healthy environment for all of our 
      students. 

Calendar Changes: 

• The Halloween Parade Dates have changed to October 28th and 29th. Program begins 
promptly at 9 AM. More information to come. 

• School Pictures have changed to November 4th and 5th. More information to come.  

https://givebutter.com/janet-leishmans-retirement-celebration-us6wht


 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMAL’S 
 

The Blessing of the Animals is a beautiful Episcopal tradition, 
for the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, 

whose life reflected a deep love for all of God's creation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here are the two fun ways we celebrate. 
 
THE FOOD DRIVE—September 21 through October 4 
St. David’s Church and Day School are sponsoring a pet food drive benefiting the pets of 
families and individuals in our community, as well as local animal shelters. See the bin 
outside the school office. 
 
What to donate: Dry or wet dog food, dry or wet cat food, toys, treats, blankets, and 
   towels 
Starts:  Sunday, September 20th 
Ends:   Sunday, October 4th, Blessing of the Animals service 
$ Donations: Monetary donations will also be accepted and encouraged! 

THE SERVICE—Sunday, October 4th @ 10:15 AM 
Join us as we gather to give thanks for the animals who bring companionship, comfort, 
joy, and unconditional love into our lives. 
 
All are welcome to bring your pets (properly restrained) for a blessing during the service. 
You may also bring a picture of a pet no longer with you, and Father Michael will offer a 
prayer. Children are also invited to bring forward their favorite stuffed animal, which      
Father Michael will also gladly bless. 
 

 Dogs • Cats • Rabbits • Birds 
All Creatures Great & Small  



 



 

Friday, October 2 

In honor of survivors, those still in the fight, and in memory of our 
beloved former teacher, Bev Igo, we are joining these two global 
campaigns to raise awareness and support breast cancer re-
search. 

Donations can be made in the collection box outside of the office. Our fundraising 
efforts will continue throughout the entire month of October. 

Thank you for helping us make a difference in the fight against breast cancer. 

 
October is Fire Prevention Month! 

At St. David’s Preschool, the safety and well-being of your children is always our number one priori-
ty. October is a wonderful time to remind our little ones about fire safety and to practice important 
safety habits together at home. 

Fire safety conversations don’t have to be scary. Simple, age-appropriate reminders and practice 
can help children feel confident about what to do in an emergency. 

      Fire Safety Tips to Practice at Home 

Please take a few minutes this month to talk with your child about: 

• Stop, Drop & Roll: Practice what to do if clothing ever catches fire. 
• Know the sound of a smoke alarm: Let your child hear the alarm and explain that it is a safety 

sound. 
• Have an escape plan: Talk about two ways to get out of each room, when possible. 
• Choose a meeting place: Pick a safe spot outside your home where everyone will meet if you 

need to get out. 
• Never hide: Remind children that if there is a fire, they should get outside and never hide under 

a bed or in a closet. 
• Stay low: If there is smoke, practice getting down low and moving toward an exit. 
• Never go back inside: Once you are safely outside, stay outside and let the firefighters handle 

the emergency. 
• Ask a grown-up for help: Remind children that matches, lighters, candles, and other items that 

can start a fire are for adults only. 

Most importantly, practice your family’s fire escape plan together. Making the conversation and 
practice part of your family routine can help your child know what to do if an emergency ever oc-
curs. 

For additional fire-safety information and helpful resources, we encourage families to visit the City 
of Wilmington Fire Marshal’s Office — Fire Safety Tips 

Thank you for partnering with us to help keep our St. David’s children safe—at school and at home! 
 

Stay safe, stay prepared, and remember: every family should have a fire escape plan! 

Gina Zarrilli 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wilmingtonde.gov%2Fgovernment%2Fcity-departments%2Ffire-marshal-s-office%2Ffire-safety-tips%3Futm_source%3Dchatgpt.com&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cac274653dbc84c9b62ec08df1e58cbb9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb4


 



 









 

St. David's Episcopal Day School 

Phone: 302-475-3747 
Fax:     302-529-1135 

2320 Grubb Rd. 
Wilmington, DE 19810 

Sloane L—10/6 
Nolan B—10/11 
Olive D—10/12 

Amelia L—10/20 
Scarlett B—10/20 

Laney Z—10/25 
Milo F—10/25 

Hadley G—10/27 
Jackson T—10/28 

Rhys D—10/28 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Email: stdavidskidsde@outlook.com 
Website: www.stdavidsdayschoolde.org 

Worship is central to our life together. 
Through worship, we: 
• Open ourselves to the sacred mystery that is God 
• Join with love and purpose to those around us 
• Receive strength hope for our daily life 
 
Our hope is that the experience in worship increases 
our awareness of God’s abiding presence in our daily 
life through: 
• Scripture readings 
• Prayer 
• Meditation 
• Music 
• Holy Communion 
• Relationship 

Worship With Us 
10:15am—Holy Eucharist with music. 

Nursery and Childcare are available from 10 to 11:30am 

Where Everyone is Welcome! 


